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Conference Report 
Agro-Food Industry as Engine for Growth in Africa  

18 to 20 June 2008 * FAO Headquarters, Rome, Italy 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The EMRC AgriBusiness Forum 2008 (18-20 June), held for the second consecutive year at the FAO (Food 
& Agriculture Organization of the UN), hosted 185 delegates from 38 countries and four continents. The 
international business event demonstrated a positiv e change in the African business environment: 
Africa attracts private international investment . Entrepreneurs, project owners, international investors 
and agricultural experts showcased practical business solutions for Africa’s food industry and agriculture. A 
major result of the forum was the Western entrepreneurs’ confirmation to invest in Africa, establish plants 
and take financial risks. The best initiatives and projects were awarded with the EMRC Awards for their 
leadership in promoting Africa’s agribusiness development. The detailed results and conclusions of the 
Forum will be published in a special report and followed up at the upcoming EMRC Africa Finance & 
Investment Forum 2008 by the end of the year. 
 
EMRC would like to express its gratitude to all the sponsors, Olam, FARA, Monsanto, Diageo, Progis, 
Heineken, Rabobank, Infoterra and Africa Invest, who joined forces with us in promoting a stronger 
collaboration in the private sector in developing countries. Special thanks go to the FAO for their continued 
support and partnership during the preparation of the forum and to the supporting organisations: Winrock 
International, IFAD, OECD, The Earth Institute of the Columbia University, CTA and the Ecosocial Forum 
Europe. EMRC would also like to thank the media partners for their contribution to the promotion of the 
Forum worldwide: Africa.com; Eurofruit; CommodAfrica; Continental; Africa News; KLM Club Africa and 
Wren Media.  
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EMRC International 
 
Established in 1992 in Brussels, EMRC is an international non-profit association composed of a vast 
network of entrepreneurs, financiers, consultants and officials coming from some 100 countries and 4 
continents. EMRC serves as catalyst for the promotion of economic and trade relations between business 
leaders from around the world with a specific focus on Africa. We aim at expanding business linkages 
worldwide.   
 

EMRC Annual Business Forums and Economic Missions  

The annual EMRC Business Forums - “Agribusiness Forum” and “Africa Finance & Investment Forum” - 
aim to contribute to the development of contacts and to the sharing of expertise between professionals. 
The December 2007 “Africa Finance & Investment Forum” was held in Lisbon under the Patronage of the 
Portuguese Presidency of the European Union and was the only business forum preceding the political EU-
Africa Summit. Participants came from Africa, Europe, the Middle East and the USA. “Agribusiness Forum 
2008” was held in Rome, in collaboration with FAO (the UN Food & Agriculture Organisation) and in 
partnership with multinationals, research institutes and international organizations.  

EMRC also regularly organizes Economic Missions , such as the third Africa-Israel Mission that took place 
in April 2008. Participants that come to EMRC Forums and Missions become members of the EMRC 
International Business Network and receive information about the initiatives of the Organization, 
Publications and Reports. They also gain exclusive access to the profiles and contacts of companies and 
entities that are part of EMRC network. 

 

EMRC Business Development Services (BDS): We build your business bridges 

To follow up case studies and partnership proposals made during Business Forums and Economic 
Missions, EMRC offers tailor-made Business Development Services. One such example is a recent field 
study conducted on the Spanish fruit and vegetable market, which aimed to identify partners for African 
producers and concretize the imports of fresh fruit and vegetables. The EMRC team conducted the study 
for one of its Senegalese members on the Spanish market. Another example is feasibility studies that will 
be conducted by Israeli experts in Katanga, DRC on maize and fish farming and financed by the Israeli 
government. 

EMRC’s multidisciplinary team offers personalized consultancy services in areas such as development of 
projects and business plans, management, training, facilitation in access to financing, partnerships, 
monitoring and information in new technologies, export-import and access to international markets. 
 

EMRC promotes fight against Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria 

For more than a decade EMRC has been fostering economic integration and business partnerships with a 
specific focus on Africa. In our daily pursuit of business linkages, we understand that the promotion of a 
thriving business sector in Africa should be integrated in broader social and economic development 
strategies. EMRC is a strong advocate of the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDG). We are therefore 
proud to be partner to the private sector in the fight against Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 
 

Dialogues – EMRC Magazine for the Developing World  

EMRC quarterly magazine features debates on topics that interest all members in our network, provides 
information on outstanding member organizations that set good practices in their field of activity and 
publishes promotional articles from members of the network. Dialogues magazine is distributed to a 
readership of some 100.000 composed of EMRC members, enterprises, banks, research institutes, 
government offices, embassies, international organizations and financial institutions from all over the world 
with a circulation of 20.000 copies. The April edition focused on best practices and case studies on finance 
and investment in Africa’s private sector and provided a summary of the Africa Finance & Investment 
Forum 2007 held in Lisbon, Portugal. 
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Forum Description  
 
Day 1 – Wednesday 18th June 2008 
 
Innovation strategy and Regional Innovation Systems    
 
The workshop “Innovation strategies and regional innovation systems” which preceded the official opening 
of the AgriBusiness Forum 2008 was led by Ilan Bijaoui , member of the EMRC Executive Committee and 
director of the International Innovation and Business Institute in Israel.  
 
According to Mr Bijaoui  “There exists an urgent need to adapt national and regional perspectives in the 
investment system in order to generate an economical development in the Sub-Saharan countries.  The 
formal, informal and multinational economies need to direct themselves towards different development 
models so that each one can contribute on their own way to the process of industrialisation.” Claudia Degli 
Esposti, head of regional marketing unit – ERVET presented the excellent example of Emilia-Romagna, a 
Italian region in the centre-north, where the cooperation process and integration of resources are 
centralized, where tradition and innovation are never separated from one another, where a strong 
specialisation in diverse productive services exists and where support is furnished to local products. 
 
Presentation of the Participants 
 
After the workshop, a session was dedicated to the participants, allowing each of them the opportunity to 
present their activities and business projects and their objectives in terms of external commerce, 
investments and partnerships to the potential partners present at the conference. Thanks to this session, 
participants could discover each one’s activities and projects and better prepare  for the personalised 
business meetings thereafter.  
 
Official Opening of the AgriBusiness Forum 2008 
 
The Agribusiness Forum 2008 began with Pierre Mathijsen , president of EMRC International, former 
Director General at the European Commission and James Butler , Deputy Director General of the FAO, 
who concentrated on the results of the international summit at the beginning of June, held at the FAO. He 
also highlighted the pertinence of PPPs in order to improve and develop agriculture in poor countries by 
improving competition and productivity. According to Mr. Butler , “we held, three weeks ago the FAO 
Summit on Food Crisis. The discussion that took place during this summit pointed out the importance of an 
alliance between the private and public sectors to realise projects in Africa. EMRC’s Forum provides an 
excellent platform to exchange ideas and better practices.”  
 
Mr. Mathijsen confirmed: “We are happy to note the growing interest on behalf of Western investors and 
entrepreneurs ready to begin business with Africa. This event aims at joining and launching initiatives and 
pertinences. EMRC renders the discussions on the food products’ price concrete by identifying solutions 
and launching joint ventures between occidental and African entrepreneurs.”  
 
The Keynote Speaker was Franz Fischler , President of the Ecosocial Forum Europe and European 
Commissioner in charge of Agricultural and Rural development from 1995 to 2004. Mr Fischler analyzed the 
problems of supply and demand: on one hand, the bad environmental conditions which cause a drop in 
production, of the insufficient food reserves and the increase in the production costs. In addition, the 
diffusion of bio fuels and the increase in demand have also contributed to the food insecurity and the rise of 
prices. Fuelling the above mentioned problems, there is also the crisis of the financial markets, the 
obstacles with the trade and the depreciation of the dollar. Ban Ki Moon, General Secretary of the United 
Nations, states that it is necessary to create competitive advantages. The conclusion of the Doha Round 
highlights this viewpoint in proposing as a solution a transfer of know-how, a reduction in the trade barriers 
and a balanced use of bio fuels. The European Union must also add its contribution to this process, for 
example, by eliminating the export subsidies, while investing in research and development, environment 
and transfer of knowledge in order to improve the agricultural production. 
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Bart-Jan Krouwel , Managing Director of Rabobank, stressed the importance of prevention: to attack the 
causes instead of fighting the consequences. He also appreciated the PPP and brought the example of 
Rabobank in Indonesia, where the bank gives appropriations to NGOs which help the farmers. The financial 
advantages and the welfare benefits must go as a pair. 
 
Projects Incubator Award: Innovative Agro-Industry Projects from Africa  
 
To encourage African contractors to prepare good projects and to present them in a more professional and 
“negotiable” manner which will satisfy potential investors, EMRC initiated the “Project Incubator Award ” for 
the presentation of the best project in economic and social terms. The members of the Award Committee 
were: Pierre Van Helder, Managing Director Rabobank Foundation; Ilan Bijaoui, and Charles Thijs, General 
Director Cofip Enterprises. At the presentation of the award, Mr Van Helder announced that the Rabobank 
Foundation will finance a $10.000 prize for the next winner of the award.  
 
For this first edition, 3 agro-industrial projects were presented: “Rwanda Coffee ”, a project in Zambia on 
crop protection  and a third from Ghana on the production of palm oil . The 3 projects targeted the 
improvement of production and trade. They also offered benefits to the investors and to the local population. 
Below is a short description of the three projects presented.  
 
Winners of “Project Incubator Award”: Adries Mukash ema & Michelle Shilling of CGIS, Rwanda.  
CGIS-NUR is a Training and Research centre of the N ational University of Rwanda.  
CGIS-NUR promotes the reinforcement of knowledge in the field of space data while being used as 
research centre for technologies and their applications, mainly concerning the Geographical Information 
Systems, which also contributes to local, regional, environmental and social development. The project 
consists of developing and providing models of assi stance in the Traceability and the Marketing of 
coffee, based on the Geographical Information Syste ms.  This will improve the living conditions of the 
local populations and will contribute to the economic growth. Each year, about 20 new factories of 
transformation are created and consistently produce more coffee. As such, the possibility of differentiating 
quality from the coffee according to the geographical area of production, and consecutively of differentiating 
the markets, is a key element for the durable growth at the same time to their business and to the Rwandan 
coffee sector.  
 
Jeff Kalembe- Cropserve, Zambia  
Cropserve Zambia is an agrochemical company  which has been operating in Zambia for 15 years. Its 
force rests on the fact that it has a solid team and technicians who have accumulated 25 years experience 
in agrochemical industry. It represents a big number of multinational companies providing technical support 
for a large range of products. Their project concentrated on the control of bad grasses using the engineering 
process of pulverizations. Cropserve, by the launching of its project will provide an initiative directed towards 
the economic success and levels of productivity on a small farmer scale. The monitoring services of bad 
grasses for corn (which is the most widespread crop) will have priority, for obvious reasons, and the existing 
programmes will go hand in hand to support the use of manures.  
 
Thomas ROETTGEN- MGF and the Palm Oil Project from Ghana (CPPG) 
The idea is to establish a durable production of palm oil with a great number of small farmers who already 
have plantations of a size not exceeding 10 ha in Ghana. The project envisages the construction of 20 
decentralized mills. Two mills are already operational.  
15.000 small farmers are engaged in this project for the ten next years. These farmers are organized into 
co-operatives and each new established mill constitutes a joint venture between the agricultural 
cooperatives and the project CPPG. This project has a positive impact on the poor lives of 50.000 people of 
the rural areas of South Ghana. Part of the produced palm oil is used in a generator plant, providing 
electricity   neutral in CO ² emissions.. This will have a positive impact for the entire community, particularly 
thanks to the uninterrupted supply of electricity. 
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 Day 2 – Thursday 19 June 2008 
 
The second day of the forum began with a speech by Idit Miller , Executive Director and Vice-President of 
EMRC. Mrs Miller briefly described the objective of the Forum, which was to reinforce the African private 
sector and also discussed the benefits of being a member of the EMRC International Business Network to 
develop one’s business relations with Africa, Europe, the United States and Israel.  
 
Session I: PPP in Agriculture as platform for Growt h and Wealth  
 
Idit Miller  spoke about the PPPs, which seek at the same time a social benefit and an economic profit. The 
PPPs are distinguished from privatizations by the fact that the public sector, in the PPPs, shares with the 
private sector a situation, a project or an objective. Moreover, the PPPs can be applied in a variety of fields;  
research, infrastructure development  and services of expertise.  
 
Masalawala Rustom , Associate Director of “Earth Institute” of the University of Columbia, introduced the 
Millennium Village Project, established in 10 countries and involving 500.000 people. The first results were 
very satisfactory in all sectors, whether it was related to sanitary issues, school, agro-alimentary or even the 
birth of banks and enterprises. The growth in employment and incomes of all the participants are an 
indication of the success of this project.  
 
Sean De Cleene,  VP Africa Programmes & Business Development of Yara International, recalled the 
Declaration of Oslo on the green revolution in Africa and spoke about the need for a stronger use of 
manures in agriculture. A PPP in Malawi was presented as example. It is necessary to invest in the 
infrastructures (roads, irrigation), in research and to benefit from the new means of communication. 
According to Mr. De Cleene regarding large scale investments in Africa, like the establishment of factories 
producing manure: “if you had asked me two years ago, I would have said no. Today, and for the first time, 
we are more than ready to discuss such projects”. 
 
Nick Railston-Brown , Country Director, TechnoServe Coordinator, highlighted the need for increasing  
productivity; “it is inadmissible that a local product is more expensive than those imported!” It is necessary to 
pay attention to the various interests of the public and private sectors when one speaks about the PPP: the 
first targets the number of recipients and the statutory income, the second profit and the economic results.  
 
PPP – Partnering to Benefit African Subsistence Far mers – the Monsanto Case.  
 
Philippe Castaing , Vice-President of Corporate Affairs, Monsanto, concentrated on the objective of a more 
important, but respectful, production of natural resources. According to Mr. Castaing, Monsanto provided 
seeds of high-quality, technologies and products providing protection of harvests for farmers everywhere in 
the world and particularly in Africa, and this since many years. As a result of this experience, they learned 
that to adapt the products and procedures is essential as are partnerships..Partnerships proved particularly 
important in reaching the small producers who cannot avail of new technologies by traditional sales 
networks.  
 
Session II: Investing and Financing African Agro-Fo od Industry  
 
Ngassa-Batonga , Agribusiness Sector Leader for sub-Saharan Africa- IFC (International Finance 
Corporation), explained the role of the IFC, who invest to reinforce the entire food chain, IFC fosters 
sustainable economic growth in developing countries by financing private sector investment. The reduction 
of poverty remains a priority, and according to Mr. Batonga the PPP must firstly reinforce the infrastructures 
and research. Pierre van Hedel , Managing Director of the Rabobank Foundation, presented to us the 
strategy of Rabobank, from the facilitation of exports to the assistances at the small local banks. According 
to Mr. Van Hedel, the Rabobank Foundation is based on an operation associating the multinationals with 
NGOs to finance small producers. The foundation also has a Fund of Guarantee for Sustainable Agriculture 
which allows a durable economic development of the agricultural sector and of the agro-industrial sector.  
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Daniel Kalbassou , General Director of the Credit Sahel, spoke about Cameroon, “Africa in miniature”: 
microfinance alone is not enough; formation, organization of the rural world and PPPs are fundamental. 
According to Mr. Kalbassou, Credit  Sahel contributes to reduce poverty by guaranteeing micro-credits to 
small farmers, to tradesmen, and to small enterprises in order to improve their incomes. This institution of 
Microfinance provides finance departments and formations in finance to more than 40.000 people via the 
network deploying 17 branches and 12 unions of credit.  
 
Kevin Cleaver , Assistant President of the IFAD - International Funds for Agricultural Development, 
informed us on the role of the IFAD and the appropriations for agricultural development. International offer 
grows too slowly compared to the request, because of the weak investments in agriculture. Here the donors 
must intervene urgently. He also proposed various policies such as the reduction of agricultural taxation or 
the growth of the agricultural public expenditure, which according to him would have a domino effect on 
growth.  
 
Prabhu Pingali , Head Agriculture Policy & Statistics, Agr. Dev. Prog. - Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
discussed the medical and educational problems, dependent on the development of the rural communities. 
He concluded by complimenting the PPP and stressed the importance of safeguarding family agriculture.  
 
Maurits de Koning , Senior Economist, representative of the KIT - the Royal Institute of the Tropics, 
specified the role of the international and intercultural cooperation. It is necessary to bind African agriculture 
and trade. Among the problems is lack of transparency and competences. Mr. De Koning recently 
inaugurated the Funds for the Durable Investment, funds of investment through which the KIT and its 
partners worked out a guide for the investments in the countries with very low incomes.  
 
Christoph Langenkamp , Task Leader Agriculture & Rural Policy GDPRD (Global Donor Platform for Rural 
Development), presented this alliance of 30 donors and insisted on the innovation, the knowledge and the 
effectiveness of the assistance. The goal of the GDPRD is to fight against poverty and hunger, as well as to 
promote a durable use of resources through increased assistance. 
 
Denise Wolter , Economist, Dev Centre, at the OECD - Organization for the Co-operation and Economic 
development, highlighted low productivity and recommended the intensification of agricultural exports. The 
trade must take off. The development centre is an interface between the Member States of OECD and the 
developing countries. According to Mrs. Wolter, the approach of OECD is to tie partnerships with the most 
organizations possible in order to launch projects to reinforce the agro-alimentary chain. 
 
Session III: Research and Innovation for a sustaina ble growth in agriculture: best 
practices and experiences learnt  
 
Ides de Willebois , Director Eastern & Southern Africa of IFAD proposes the importance of reinforcing 
research, to explore the new markets and to use more effective systems of irrigation.  
 
According to the representative of the FARA (Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa), Sidy Sanyang , it is 
necessary to integrate the production new technologies, to reduce transport costs, to support local 
innovations and to promote PPPs. 
 
Raina Suresh , Programme Leader - Centre ICIPE (International Centre off Insect Physiology and Ecology), 
highlighted the problem of climate change which is necessary to face, due to its impact in the agricultural 
sector, and consequently on the economy of any given country.  
 
Peter Makanjuola , President of the Committee for Agriculture, at the Parliament of Nigeria spoke about his 
country where only 50% of the grounds are cultivated, because of the use of old techniques. Among the 
objectives of his Committee were the reduction of poverty, food safety and self-sufficiency. The importance 
to undertake reforms to improve agricultural legislation,and the issue of water supply was also highlighted. 
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Session IV: Adding Value to Agricultural Products  
 
Part I: Making use of local raw products to replace  the imports and promote the production 
of end products in Africa – the Heineken Case   
 
Henk Knipscheer , Managing Director Global Operations- Winrock Int' L, spoke about the PPP and the 
system of co-financing between donors and private sector, a system enabling the reinforcement of 
international business. The success of the PPP facilitated the access to the appropriations and manures, 
and opened new markets.  
 
Mark E. Van Rijn , Heineken Manager in the Netherlands, reminds us that Heineken is present in several 
African countries. Because of the imports, too much money “leaves” the African countries, and it is a 
phenomenon which must stop immediately! Moreover, efforts must absolutely be undertaken to reduce the 
transport costs, which represent for example in Rwanda 40% of the costs of the agricultural conveniences. 
 
John Mbonu , General Manager SLBL (Sierra Leone Brewery Limited) told us of his experience in Sierra 
Leone, where this brewery, present since 1962 and appreciated by the locals, stimulated local development 
and where other more recent projects could obtain the same results.  
 
Part II: Creating wealth and ensuring food security  at grass root levels of the Agribusiness 
Sector in Africa – the Olam International Case  
 
Moochikal Ramesh , President and Regional Head Southern and Eastern Africa at Olam International, 
South Africa, presented to us, at the conclusion of the second day, the management of the food chain, as 
well as the attention of its group paid to the employment of women and the education of children.  
 
After the personalized businesses meetings, the second day of AgriBusiness Forum was concluded at the 
Restaurant Baba, with the Gala Evening  and the handing out of the EMRC Awards ; Awards were decreed 
with selected leaders, to acknowledge their remarkable contribution to local economy in front of the 
business community and officials.  
 
Prizes winners EMRC Awards 2008 :  
 

- Adries Mukashema & Michelle Shilling , Research centre and Training in Tele-detection of 
Rwanda received the Award “Project Incubator” for a project on the cultivation of coffee using the 
infrastructures of space data transmitted by the satellites to choose the grounds most appropriate to 
the type of coffee 

- Mamadou Djite , Agral Export, Senegal received the Agribusiness Award for his success in 
exporting, for the first time and using the EMRC network, fresh fruit to Europe 

- Monty Jones , FARA, Ghana received the Agribusiness Award for having developed new types of 
agricultural products, better adapted to the African environment 

- John Mbonu , Sierra Leone Breweries received the award for his commercial success in a war 
devastated country, and for having introduced local ingredients to replace imported ones. 

- Jon Maguire , Africa Invest received the EMRC award as a recognition of the financial risk he took 
by investing in one of the poorest African countries and for developing an important agric project. 

- Baba Yusuf , NEXIM Bank Nigeria was awarded for successfully encouraging export-import 
activities, which contributed to the economic improvement of the country. 

- Peter Makanjuola , Chairman, House Committee on Agriculture, Nigeria, received the award as an 
encouragement to the Nigerian government to pursue its agric development policy.    

- Erelu Obada , Vice Governor of the State of Osun, Nigeria, for its efforts to stimulate the financial 
facilities offered to the farmers and for having contributed to the construction of an electric 
exchange for booster rocket activities in the State. 

- Sam Egwu , for his agricultural and industrial achievements as a Governor of the State of Ebony: 
manure factory, hen farms, Agriculture College, financial facilities for the farmers.  

- Dimiji Bankole , President of the Chamber of Representatives of the Nigeria - youngest ever 
elected official with such a high national position, received Award for the efforts made to reinforce 
the legislation in favour of the less favoured populations.  
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Day 3 – Friday  20 June 2008 
 
 
Session V: Alternative Partnerships for Rural Devel opment  
 
Part I: Enabling rural economy – using ICT and spac e data and resources to build self-
sustaining rural communities  
 
Ghislain Gonzalez ,  Spot Image - Infoterra, inaugurated the third day, by treating the topic of the use of 
high technologies and the benefit which one draws from satellite images: to resort to the analysis of the 
grounds, to analyze the evolution of the cultures and to make use of it to start preventive alerts.  
 
Walter Mayer , CEO of Progis, rather underlined the importance of their Software which makes use of the 
Infrastructures of Space Data (GI) (computer program) as regards information, management of the grounds, 
emissions of CO2, environmental protection and optimization of the agricultural productivity. All actors would 
profit from it. 

 
Part II: Developing 21 st century agriculture in the in Africa – empowering agro-enterprise to 
enhance the social & economic wealth of communities  – the Diageo case  
 
John Harrod , Corporate Relations Director of Diageo, stressed the importance of the PPP and in particular 
on the undertaking of agro-alimentary ccoperation for economic and social development.  
 
Samuel Bello , Grains Supply Manager of Guinness Nigeria, explained to us the strategy to create a stable 
agricultural market, strong and attractive, where the farmers should always be organized in co-operatives.  
 
Lawrence Maina , Agricultural Manager East African Maltings, Uganda appreciated the reduction in 
agricultural taxation and summarized the current trends such as the climate changes, the production costs, 
the diffusion of the PPP and the role of the institutions. 
 
According to the delegates of Diageo and more specifically those of the Guinness branch, there are several 
obstacles in the informal sector preventing the producers from profiting from the honest prices at the time of 
the sale of their production. In order to resolve this problem, it will be necessary to initially approach the 
production according to the request, to reduce the intermediaries between producers and purchasers, to 
improve the social and economic conditions of the workers and to increase the agricultural productivity per 
hectare while resorting to more modern technologies and agricultural techniques. 
 
 
Part III: Making the Private Sector Grow  
 
Hugh Scott , CEO of DFID (Africa Enterprise Challenge Fund). The fund offers grants on a competitive 
basis to private sector companies to test innovative business models resulting in the greater 
participation of the poor in markets – both as consumers and also as workers and producers. 
The objective is to innovate and create wealth. The selections for competition will take place during the 
summer; the first financial grants will be ready at the beginning of September. 
 
Jon Maguire , CEO of Africa Invest, showed us a DVD on poverty in Malawi and really underlined the fact 
that the private sector investments are increasingly attractive in Africa, by affirming that a “New Africa is 
possible”, thanks to just and honest investments.  
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Part IV: Addressing major health challenges in the agricultural sector: providing services 
communities through public private partnership prog rammes with food producers, 
international agencies and NGOs.             
 
Raphael Agnero , Anader Manager - National agency of Rural development in the Ivory Coast, spoke about 
Anader and its engagement in the fight against AIDS, as well as the role of the companies, religious 
organizations and partnerships between the agricultural and medical sectors. 
 
Bradley Buck , Director Business & Practice Expansion at Land O' Lakes, presented the activities of Land 
O' Lakes which deals with promoting and transferring knowledge, and reinforcing Africa’s capacities. He 
illustrated the activities of his structure with an example of PPP in Zambia. The goal is to increase the 
proportion of the population that have access to a food of better quality.  
 
Robin Landis , Programme Adviser HIV/AIDS - WFP (World Food Program) concluded by reminding us that 
we all have a share of responsibility, but we also have all of the necessary capacities to offer.  
 
In summarizing the results of the Forum, Ilan Bijaoui, incited all the actors to invest according to their 
capacities. A hope which goes in the same direction as Mrs. Idit Miller’s statement “there is not a lack of 
money in Africa, what’s lacking are the projects and the partnerships, that we must promote, so that 
economic profit and social profit go hand in hand” and from Mr. Pierre Mathijsen, President of EMRC 
International, in the “need for building bridges”.  
 
The concluding remarks expressed gratitude to EMRC and encouraged them to lean evermore on their local 
representatives.  
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EMRC AgriBusiness Forum 2008 
Sponsors and Supporters 

 
 
 

In Collaboration with 
 
 

The FAO - Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations leads international 
efforts to defeat hunger. Serving both developed and developing countries, FAO acts as a 
neutral forum where all nations meet as equals to negotiate agreements and debate policy. 
FAO is also a source of knowledge and information. FAO helps countries to modernize and 
improve agriculture, forestry and fisheries practices and ensure good nutrition for all. Since 
being founded in 1945, the Organization has focused special attention on rural areas in 

developing countries, home to 70 percent of the world's poor and hungry people. FAO's mandate is to raise 
levels of nutrition, improve agricultural productivity, better the lives of rural populations and contribute to the 
growth of the world economy. Achieving food security for all is at the heart of FAO's efforts - to make sure 
people have regular access to enough high-quality food to lead active, healthy lives. 
 
 

Sponsored by 
 
 

Africa Invest was initiated by Jon Maguire (Chairman of Africa Invest and Cru Investment 
Management) in the summer of 2005 because of his concerns regarding the growing 
number of orphans in Sub-Saharan Africa. Africa Invest is more about creating employment 
as opposed to being machinery reliant.  As well as the staff on the farms, the outgrower 

schemes enable farmers with as little as one hectare of land to be part of a commercial farming opportunity. 
They then benefit from a better price for their crop as well as a guaranteed export market.  
 
 

 
Diageo is the world's leading premium drinks business. With its global vision, and local 
marketing focus, Diageo brings to consumers an outstanding collection of beverage 

alcohol brands across the spirits, wine and beer categories including Smirnoff, Guinness, Johnnie Walker, 
Baileys, J&B, Cuervo, Captain Morgan and Tanqueray, and Beaulieu Vineyard and Sterling Vineyards 
wines. Diageo trades in some 180 countries around the world and is listed on both the New York Stock 
Exchange (DEO) and the London Stock Exchange (DGE). Diageo Africa is active, particularly in brewing, 
but also in distilling, in the majority of the sub-Saharan African countries.  
 
 

 
FARA is the technical arm of NEPAD and has the full support of the African Union (AU).  It 
has full diplomatic privileges like the UN agencies (FAO, UNDP, etc.) in Ghana. FARA’s 
vision is to reduce poverty in Africa as a result of sustainable broad-based agricultural growth 

and improved livelihoods, particularly of smallholder and pastoral enterprises. FARA’s mission is 
to create broad-based improvements in agricultural productivity, competitiveness and markets by supporting 
Africa’s sub-regional organizations in strengthening capacity for agricultural innovation. FARA does this 
through five networking support functions, that is, advocacy and resource mobilization, access to knowledge 
and technologies, regional policies and markets, capacity strengthening and partnerships and strategic 
alliances. 
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Sponsored by 
 
 

 
Heineken has wide international presence through a global network of distributors and 
breweries. Heineken owns and manages one of the world’s leading portfolios of beer brands 
and is one of the world’s leading brewers in terms of sales volume and profitability. 
Heineken's presence in Africa is a long-standing one. The increasing worldwide demand and 

the rising prices of African minerals continues to drive economic development and improve purchasing 
power, making beer more affordable. Foreign investment in the region continues to grow and the expansion 
in infrastructure is opening up new markets. 
 

 
Infoterra, with companies in the United Kingdom, France, Germany and Hungary, 
provides geo-information products and services to customers including international 
corporations, governments and authorities around the globe. To compliment its range of 

services, Infoterra has established an extensive partner network covering the five continents to provide local 
customer support. Infoterra is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Astrium, Europe’s leading satellite system 
specialist, which is also a shareholder of Spot Image, Eurimage and IGN France International. 
 
 

Monsanto is an agriculture inputs provider: Crop Protection products, Seeds and 
Plant biotechnologies. Monsanto produces seed brands in large-acre crops like 
corn, cotton, and oilseeds (soybeans and canola), as well as small-acre crops 
like vegetables. Monsanto also produces in-the-seed trait technologies for 
farmers that are aimed at protecting their yield, supporting their on-farm 
efficiency, and reducing their on-farm costs. 

 
 

Olam is a leading global integrated supply chain manager of agricultural products and 
food ingredients, sourcing 14 products with a direct presence in 56 countries and 
supplying them to over 4,000 customers in more than 60 destination markets. With 
direct sourcing and processing in most major producing countries for its various 

products, Olam has built a global leadership position in many of its businesses, including cocoa, coffee, 
cashew, sesame, rice, cotton and teak wood. Headquartered in Singapore, Olam has a dominating 
presence in Africa where it is directly present in 22 countries and has major investments in agricultural 
produce - sourcing and processing, whereby it directly and indirectly employs hundreds of thousands of 
farmers and factory workers. 
 
 

PROGIS operates, since 1994, in the field of Agriculture, Forestry, Ecology, 
Rural area and Risk Management. PROGIS develops and disseminates 
Geographic Information System (GIS) mapping solutions. Its software can be 
applied for soil management, business calculations, precision farming, 
ecological evaluation, land management and forest inventory to produce 

thematic maps. It can be integrated with Google and mobile solutions. 
 
 

 
Rabobank Group is an international financial services provider operating on the basis of 
cooperative principles. Its operations include retail banking, wholesale banking, asset 
management, leasing and real estate. In the Netherlands, its focus is on all-finance services 
and, internationally, on retail and wholesale banking and food & agri. The organisation 
employs more than 60,000 staff in 43 countries. Rabobank Group comprises the independent 

local Rabobanks plus their central organisation Rabobank Nederland and its (international) subsidiaries. 
Rabobank Group’s structure is characterised by strong internal ties that stem from its cooperative roots. 
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Supporting Organisations  
 
 

 
 The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), a specialized agency of the 
United Nations, was established as an international financial institution in 1977 as one of 
the major outcomes of the 1974 World Food Conference. The Conference was organized in 
response to the food crises of the early 1970s that primarily affected the Sahelian countries 

of Africa. The conference resolved that "an International Fund for Agricultural Development should be 
established immediately to finance agricultural development projects primarily for food production in the 
developing countries."  
 
 

 
The Ecosocial Forum Europe is a non-party platform bringing together public figures, 
institutions and organisations from different European countries. It aims at spreading 
and developing the idea of the Ecosocial Market Economy and to establish it in the 

political system. The Ecosocial Market Economy combines a highly competitive, efficiency- and property-
oriented market economy with social fairness. Ecology, social welfare and market economy are the 
cornerstones of a strategic triangle and form the basis of the Ecosocial Market Economy. 
 
 
 
 

The OECD Development Centre conducts comparative analysis and promotes 
informal policy dialogue on development issues of mutual interest for OECD 
Member countries and the emerging and developing economies. Created in 
1962 by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

(OECD) in Paris, the Development Centre is an interface between OECD Member countries and the 
emerging and developing economies. 
 
 

 
The Millennium Village Project from the Columbia University stretches across 
multiple countries and varied climatic zones.  The project brings a multi-sectorial 
approach involving health, education, infrastructure and ICT’s. Building on this 

base we will bring in private enterprises that lift the community from food security to income stability. The 
Millennium Villages Project program was started in 2005 with the idea of using a multi sectoral approach to 
bring in interventions in health, education, infrastructure, and agriculture, all with the aim of bringing people 
out of extreme poverty.  
 
 
 

Winrock International is a US-based NGO and traces its roots to the charitable 
endeavours of the Rockefeller family. Winrock uses innovative approaches in 
agriculture renewable energy, leadership development and policy by linking local 
individuals and communities with new ideas, technologies and markets. Winrock’s 
goal is to increase long-term productivity, equity and responsible resource 

management to benefit the poor and disadvantaged of the world. Winrock employs about 700 persons in 65 
countries around the globe. Winrock International has three affiliates, Winrock India, Winrock Philippines 
and the European Co-operative for Rural Development (EUCORD) 
 
 


